


What are Pennsylvania's 
Dog Laws? 
1. All dogs three months of age or older must be 

licensed. Licenses are issued by the county treasurer. 
(A license application form Is on the reverse side.) 

Z. All dogs must be under control and may not be 
allowed to run at large. Dogs are personal property 
and owners are responsible for damages caused by 
their dog. 

3. It Is Illegal to mistreat or abuse any animal. Violations 
should be reported to the local humane organization 
or police. 

4. You may not place any poison or harmful substance 
in any place where it may be easily found and eaten 
by dogs whether it be your property or elsewhere. 

S. It is Illegal to abandon or attempt 
to abandon any dog. Fines for abandonment range 
from $300 to $1,000 plus court costs. 

6. No dog under seven weeks old may be bartered, 
traded, sold or transferred. 

7. You must have a current kennel license If you operate 
a kennel that keeps, harbors, boards, shelters, sells, 
gives away or transfers a total of 26 or more dogs in 
any one calendar year. All boarding and day care 
facilities require a kennel license. 

8. It is illegal to Interfere with an officer or employee of 
the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture engaged 
In enforcement of dog laws. 

About Dogs 
Owning a dog Is one of the great American pastimes 

and privileges. Dogs fill the role of companion, guide, 
hun:ter, guardian, herdsman and entertainer. But owning 
a dog Is a major responsibility as well. That responsibili
ty extends not only to proper care and training of your 
dog, but also to your responsibility for the dog's behav
ior. A proper understanding of the responsibilities of 
dog ownership is necessary in today's .complex society. 

All dogs must be under contrQ}. This.means tb.~t 
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under the direct control ofyou:,or. ai handler. The•.b¢st , 
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Some Responslbllltles 
of the Bureau of Dog 
Law Enforcement 
• Reimburse people for dog-caused 

damage to livestock, poultry and 
domestic game birds. 

• Seize and detain any dog seen 
running at large. 

• Investigate dog bites. 
• Enforce licensing and control of dog 
• Enforce kennel licensing and Inspections. 

' . 

• Establish and enforce quarantine of dogs, In 
certain areas. 

• Fund counties and humane organizations to establish 
dog control facilities. 

• Provide educational services concerning dog 
ownership In Pennsylvania. 

• Enforce rabies law. 
• Reimburse people for rabies-caused death to live

stock. 
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There are 
Penalties For 
Violators 
Ignoring ·Pennsylyanla's rabies vaccination law 
can be costly··ln more ways than one: 

• The Department of Agrlculture's Bureau of Dog Law 
Enforcement conducts random checks to determine If 
rabies vaccinations are Ctlrrent Autl:u:~rltles lnvesti-
9atlng,cqWR!aln~ a~oµt,.$tl'ays; al'!il'l1al. ~ltes an~ ,dis" 
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• Unvaccinated pets exposed 
to positiVe rabies carriers 
may be placed under quar
antine up to six months in 
an enclosure to insure 
there is no contact with 
other animals 
or humans. 

• If an unvaccinated pet 
acquires rabies, it could 
pass the disease along to 
you, your family. neighbors 
or others through bites or 
scratches, Thetrea'fmentto-

·~( itc~Jd'~~0~~~~;~;;~~}Ig~~JHh~ip~rson ·(or .. anyoneact-
irtg on his/her behalf), the state dog warden or a 
police officer may file a complaint with a districtjus
tice charging the owner or keeper with harboring a 
dangerous dog. 

4. If the dog is deemed dangerous by the district jus
tice, the owner must: 
• register the animal with Bureau of Dog Law 

enforcement (includes a fee sufficient to cover 
costs of the program) 

s 



• ~9#E!E!iapi;~~y~~i\€.e¥$R~~I!iifui\1ty.insul'ance·.·d~"!~g 
th~ licen~ed p.ertod 1:1nless he/she disposes of the 
dog 
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• sign a statement providing that he/she will notify 
the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement, state dog 

7. The state Dangerous Dog Law overrides all local 
ordinances relating to dangerous dogs. 
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License# 

Clip and mall to your county treasurer 

DOG LICENSE APPLICATION Year of license 

DATE I DOG'S NAME I DOG'SAGE'• I BREED 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE ONE·DOLLAR SERVICE FEE ALLOWED BY LAW. 

REGULAR FEE PERSON WITH DISABILITY OR SENIOR CITIZEN FEE 

NEUTERED SPAYED NEUTERED SPAYED 
MALE MALE FEMALE FEMALE MALE MALE FEMALE FEMALE 
$8.00 $6.00 $8.00 $6.00 $6.00 $4.00 $6.00 $4.00 

D D D D D D D D 

COLOR SPOTTED WHITE BLACK BROWN OTHER-INDICATE 
OF DOG: D D D D D 

If the license Is Issued by an agent of the COUNTY TREASURER, an additional 50¢ will be charged. 

PLEASE NOTE: IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR A LICENSE THAT REQUIRES THE DOG OWNER 
BE A SENIOR CITIZEN, AGE 65 AND OLDER, OR A PERSON WITH DISABILITY, YOU MUST PRO-
VIDE PROOF OF AGE OR DISABILITY TO THE COUNTY TREASURER OR AGENT. 
OWNER'S NAME I TELEPHONE NO. I OWNER'S DATE OF BIRTH 

I MO. I DAY I YR. 

STREET OR R.D. NO. I TOWNSHIP/BOROUGH 

CITY I STAPA 
I ZIP CODE 

I HEARBY VERIFY THAT I AM THE OWNER OF THE DOG THAT IS THE SUBJECT TO THIS DOG LICENSE APPLICATION. 
I MAKE THIS STATEMENT SUBJECT TO THE CRIMINAL PENALTIES OF 18 Pa. § SECTION 4904 (RELATING TO UNSWORN 
FALSIFICATION TO AUTHORITIES). 

SIGNATURE OF DOG OWNER/APPLICANT REQUIRED 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO "COUNTY TREASURER" 


